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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a Non-Final Office Action in response to the communication 
received on November 18, 2003. Claims 1-8 are now pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a,e) as being anticipated by 
Sakayori et al. (U.S. 2002/0002516). 

As per claim 1 , Sakayori et al. discloses a production plan management system 
comprising: 

a received-order database in which received-order information that contains the 
number of orders for parts from a customer is registered (paragraphs 37-38, 120 and 
145; Figure 4; Information relating to the ordering of parts is written to a database.); 

a shipping-record database in which shipping-record information that indicates 
the number of shipping records for said parts is registered (paragraphs 35, 141 and 
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144; Information relating to the delivery (i.e., shipment) of parts in accordance with an 
order is written to a database.); and 

a production-plan-management apparatus that manages the production plan for 
parts based on said received-order information and said shipping-record information 
(paragraphs 43 and 122; A production plan is managed by comparing the received 
order data with a planned production date.). 

As per claim 2, Sakayori et al. discloses the production plan management system 
of claim 1 wherein said production-plan-management apparatus comprises: 

a production-plan-creation-function unit that creates a corrected-production plan 
that gives a corrected-production plan list based on a changed specified delivery date 
when said specified delivery date for delivery to said customer is changed (paragraphs 
122-123; A production plan and delivery date may be changed in order to meet an order 
requirement.); and 

a comparison-function unit that obtains and compares information for the same 
part from the received-order information registered in said received-order database and 
said registered shipping-record information, after shipping-record information for a part 
that is produced based on said production order and corrected-production order is 
registered in said shipping-record database (paragraphs 120-123; A comparison is 
made to determine whether an order is new, a modification to an existing order or a 
duplicate of an existing order.). 

As per claim 3, Sakayori et al. discloses the production plan management system 
of claim 2 further comprising an additional-production-order-issuing-function unit that 
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calculates the comparison result from said comparison-function unit, and issues an 
additional-production order for a part that has no shipping record when the number of 
said received orders is greater than the number of shipping records (paragraphs 120- 
121). 

Claims 5-7 recite the corresponding production plan management method to the 
production plan management system of claim 1-3 above. Therefore, claims 5-7 are 
rejected on the same basis as claims 1-3 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sakayori et al. (U.S. 2002/0002516), as applied above. 

As per claim 4, Sakayori et al. does not expressly disclose the production plan 
management system of any of the claims 1 to 3 wherein said parts are the friction pads 
and shoes of a brake part that require friction material. However, these differences are 
only found in the non-functional descriptive material and are not functionally involved in 
the steps recited nor do they alter the recited structural elements. The recited method 
steps would be performed the same regardless of the specific data. Further, the 
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structural elements remain the same regardless of the specific data. Thus, this 
descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art in terms 
of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 
1983); In re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994); MPEP 2106. At 
the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to apply the part production planning system of Sakayori et al. to automobile parts as 
automobile manufacturing is another industry in which part production management is 
needed and the part production planning system of Sakayori et al. provides for real-time 
part production management, thereby enhancing the part production management of 
any parts needing to be made (see Sakayori et al., abstract). 

Claim 8 recites the corresponding production plan management method to the 
production plan management system of claim 4 above. Therefore, claim 8 is rejected 
on the same basis as claim 4 above. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Miyahara et al. (U.S. 6,71 1 ,449) discusses a part production management 
system; 

• Armington et al. (U.S. 6,877,297) discusses a part production management 
system; 
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• Morscheck et al. (U.S. 6,076,080) discusses an order management system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Michelle Tarae whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6727. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday from 8:30am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz, can be reached at 571-272-6729. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/C. Michelle Tarae/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



February 18, 2008 



